GOVERNOR’S HIGHLIGHTS:
During January, adult-use cannabis sales generated $7.33 million in cannabis tax revenue. An additional $3.15 million was generated in retail sales tax revenue. Governor Pritzker's FY 21 budget estimated the state would collect $28 million in cannabis tax revenue during the remainder of the fiscal year which ends June 30, 2020. 
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity announced a new initiative to support social equity applicants seeking to enter the cannabis industry. Following a competitive selection process, DCEO announced it will provide three partner organizations $500,000 to offer technical assistance – in the form of mentoring and coaching on important topics such as business planning, finances, compliance, and industry best practices – across the state:  Teague International Corporation, Chicago NORML and Oakton Community College. DCEO has also posted an application that allows social equity applicants for dispensary, infuser, craft grower, and transporter licenses to apply for low interest loans to support the costs of starting up and running a cannabis business.    
ATTORNEY GENERAL HIGHLIGHTS:
Attorney General Kwame Raoul led a bipartisan coalition of 27 attorneys general urging the Food and Drug Administration to strengthen guidance on how it will enforce regulations of electronic cigarettes.  Raoul and the coalition are encouraging the FDA to expand and strengthen its enforcement guidance by including menthol flavors and products that are not cartridge based. Raoul and the coalition argue that the current guidance creates loopholes that manufacturers can exploit and will not help decrease e-cigarette usage among youth.
Joining Raoul in submitting the comments are the attorneys’ general of Alaska, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin. 
101ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
The House Transportation Vehicles and Safety Committee unanimously passed legislation making various ethical reforms to the use of red-light cameras in communities throughout Illinois.  HB4617 (West) limits campaign contributions from automated camera companies doing business with a local government; requires that local governments, not contractors, retain the control to issue citations for violations; requires posting of signage at intersections using automated camera enforcement; requires a study of the usage of automated enforcement systems; and enacts a 2 year revolving door ban on public officials working for automated enforcement companies.  HB 4617 is now on 2nd Reading in the House.

The House passed, by a vote of 84-4-5, HB322 (McSweeney) which bans red-light cameras in non-home rule units of local government. The sponsor indicated he believes this bill will eliminate 45 percent of red-light cameras in the state of Illinois on January 1, 2021.  The bill does not ban red-light cameras in home rule units of local governments.  HB 322 heads to the Senate for consideration.

The House also passed legislation HB4007 (West) to require schools to include instruction on “sexting” within their sex education course material.  The bill heads to the Senate. 
 

The House also approved HB4276 (Moylan) which makes changes to the capital bill passed last year.  The bill provides that supplemental funding for the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program shall be set aside on a yearly basis. Provides that local matching funding shall be required according to a sliding scale based on community size, median income, and percentage of population living below the federal poverty line. Provides that at least 25% of funding shall be directed towards projects in high-need communities, based on community median income and percentage of population living below the federal poverty line.  Proponents argued that this was the intent of the capital bill. HB 4276 heads to the Senate for consideration.

Insurance:
The House Insurance Committee met this week but did not hear any legislation. Chairman Jones allowed members of the committee to introduce themselves and laid out how he plans on running the committee.

The Senate Insurance Committee passed four bills unanimously out of committee this week. Three were passed on the on the contingency of coming back to committee with an amendment those included: SB 2740 (Fine), SB 2771 (Fine), and SB 3247 (Stewart). SB 3161 (Gillespie) does not have to come back to committee. Synopsis of the bills are below:

SB 2740 (Fine) – Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that an insurer that amends, delivers, issues, or renews group accident and health policies providing coverage for hospital or medical treatment or services for illness entered into on or after January 1, 2021 shall ensure that the insured have timely and proximate access to treatment for mental, emotional, nervous, or substance use disorders or conditions. 
SB 2771 (Fine) – Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that an insurer, health maintenance organization, independent practice association, or physician hospital organization may not attempt a recoupment or offset until all appeal rights of a health care professional or health care provider are exhausted. Provides that no recoupment or offset may be requested or withheld from future payments 6 months or more after the original payment is made (rather than 18 months or more after the original payment is made). Effective January 1, 2021.
SB 3246 (Stewart) – Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code. Provides that certain penalties regarding the operation of an uninsured motor vehicle apply to any operator of a motor vehicle subject to registration under a law of another state that is similar to the Code.
SB 3161 (Gillespie) – Amends the Navigator Certification Act. Aligns state statute with federal statute for navigators. Provides that navigators or certified application counselors may not engage in any unfair method of competition or any fraudulent, deceptive, or dishonest act or practice related to the health insurance marketplace or to that individual's or entity's absence of a conflict of interest in connection with the enrollment of any individuals or employees in a particular private health benefit plan. Provides that a navigator or certified application counselor who fails to timely file for certificate renewal shall be charged a late fee in an amount prescribed by the Director of Insurance. 




Data Security:
Three Data Privacy bills have been assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee:  SB2263 (Harmon); SB2330 (T. Cullerton); and  SB3299 (Fine).  The bills have not been scheduled for a hearing. IIA of IL is working with company partners, Department of Insurance, and sponsors of the bills to address our concerns and opposition with the proposed legislation. We are seeking to adopt the recommended revisions from IIABA.
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COMING UP:
The Illinois General Assembly stands adjourned until noon on Tuesday, March 3rd.  Following the conclusion of next week’s session, both chambers are taking a one week break ahead of the March 17th primary election.

The House Insurance Committee will hold a hearing on Tuesday, March 3rd at 2:00 PM. The Senate Insurance Committee will hold a hearing on Wednesday, March 4th at 5:00 PM. 

Key 2020 Session Dates:
March 17th: Primary Election
March 18th: Insurance Industry Legislative Day
March 27th:  Committee deadline for substantive bills
April 6th – 17th:  Spring Break
April 24th:  3rd Reading deadline for substantive bills
May 15th:  Committee deadline for substantive bills in second chamber
May 22nd:  3rd Reading deadline for substantive bills in second chamber 
May 31st:  Adjournment



