[bookmark: _GoBack]GOVERNOR’S HIGHLIGHTS:
Gov. J. B. Pritzker issued a disaster proclamation, Illinois’ version of a state of emergency, in response to the COVID-19 outbreak.  
The proclamation formalizes emergency procedures across state government by activating the State Emergency Operations Center, physically bringing together decision-makers from every state agency and the state’s mutual aid network to deploy resources as necessary.
A disaster proclamation does the following:
· Allows federal reimbursement for state response costs.
· Allows use of the State Disaster Relief Fund, covering direct state costs and reimbursements to Illinois National Guard and mutual aid groups.
· Allows use of the state’s mutual aid network, groups of public safety response professionals, including hundreds of health care providers and management professionals, law enforcement officers, fire fighters, emergency medical technicians and disaster response professionals, that is available to deploy to areas of shortage.
· Authorizes the Governor to activate Illinois National Guard reservists, some of whom may be doctors and nurses.
· Allows expedited procurement should it be necessary.
· Authorizes additional executive authorities to protect public health and safety.

Gov. Pritzker also asked all election authorities to extend the deadline to allow voters to vote by mail.  Tuesday, March 17th is Illinois’ Primary Election.  An increase in mail in ballots has the potential to delay final results in some close races.

The Illinois Emergency Management Agency has asked all Illinois businesses to restrict unnecessary travel and to review sick leave policies.  The Department of Employment Security will file emergency rules regarding unemployment for workers unable to work due to COVID-19. 

Pritzker further ordered a stop to gatherings of more than 1,000 people, encouraged companies to let their employees work from home, and restricted public access to the James R. Thompson Center. All major sporting events in Chicago are cancelled until at least May1st. Illinois’ schools and the Chicago Transit Authority will remain open “for now”.  The Governor went one step further to recommend that community events of 250 people or more should be cancelled or postponed until May 1st, including personal and social events.


	


101st GENERAL ASSEMBLY and Legislative Day:
The General Assembly was on break this week to allow legislators time to be home in their districts ahead of the March 17th Primary Election.  Both chambers cancelled session for the week of March 18th due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
In response to the cancellation of session, we have cancelled our Insurance Industry Legislative Day that was scheduled for Wednesday, March 18th. We do not have immediate plans to reschedule, but our host organizers will meet to explore options in the future. If you have reserved a hotel room through the group block at the Wyndham Hotel that you need to cancel, please contact the Wyndham directly at (217) 789-1530*1 for reservations. Room reservations must be cancelled by 4 p.m. on the day before your scheduled arrival. 
At this time, both chambers are scheduled to return to session on March 24th, but that is subject to change.  All previously scheduled committee hearings are being canceled as well.  President Harmon noted that leaders are monitoring the situation closely.  There is no word yet on how this cancelation may impact legislative deadlines.  
The Secretary of State, who oversees the Capitol Complex, has cancelled all upcoming “lobby days” and Capitol building tours until further notice. 
Assignments:
These bills have just been assigned to the Insurance Committees this week:
House Insurance Committee
HB 4162 – (Spain) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that individual or group policies of accident or health insurance that cover telehealth services must provide coverage for telehealth services used to treat a mental, emotional, nervous, or substance use disorder or condition.
HB 4280 – (Pappas) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that an insurer shall not allow an insured to cancel, terminate, or allow to expire a policy insuring against loss resulting from liability imposed by law for bodily injury or death suffered by any person arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor vehicle designed to be used on a public highway in this State unless the insured provides to the Department of Insurance and the insuring company a bill of sale of the motor vehicle insured by the policy or satisfactory evidence that the motor vehicle is covered by another liability insurance policy that satisfies the motor vehicle liability insurance requirements of the Illinois Insurance Code and the Illinois Vehicle Code.
HB 4650 – (Bailey) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that an insurer shall not use misstatements made by an applicant in an application for an accident and health insurance policy to void the policy or to deny a claim for loss incurred or disability after one year (rather than 2 years) from the date of issue of the policy, unless the misstatements are fraudulent.
HB 4916 – (Hernandez) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that no insurer shall specify the use of repair procedures that are not in compliance with original equipment manufacturer directives for those parts in the repair of an insured's motor vehicle, nor shall any repair facility or installer use repair procedures that are not in compliance with original equipment manufacturer directives for those parts to repair a vehicle. Provides that the use of original equipment manufacturer repair parts or original equipment manufacturer advanced driver assistance system calibration tools that may be recommended in an original equipment manufacturer directive are not required if the repair parts or tools used are at least equal in like kind and quality and otherwise conform to original equipment manufacturer directives. Amends the Automotive Collision Repair Act. 

HB 5484 – (Stephens) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that insurers that provide coverage for diabetic self-management supplies must limit the total amount an insured is required to pay for diabetic self-management supplies to $100 per 30-day supply of diabetic self-management supplies required by an insured with diabetes for diabetic self-management. Provides that the limitation on diabetic self-management supplies costs also applies to provisions requiring coverage of certain diabetes items to be subject to the same coverage, deductible, co-payment, and co-insurance provisions under a policy. Defines "diabetic self-management supplies"
HB 5490 – (Villa) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code to require an individual or group policy of accident and health insurance or managed care plan that is amended, delivered, issued, or renewed on or after January 1, 2021 to offer coverage for opioid addiction treatment, recovery, and related services for all individuals when determined medically necessary by a health care professional. Defines "opioid addiction treatment". Makes conforming changes in the State Employees Group Insurance Act of 1971, the Counties Code, the Illinois Municipal Code, the School Code, the Health Maintenance Organization Act, and the Voluntary Health Services Plans Act. Effective January 1, 2021.
HB 5509 – (Meyers-Martin) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that a group or individual policy of accident and health insurance or managed care plan that provides coverage for dependents may not terminate coverage for a dependent before a date not less than 90 days after the death of the insured.
SB 2047 – (Rezin) Amends the Illinois Insurance Code. Provides that a health insurer that provides prescription drug benefits shall offer generic alternatives to brand name epinephrine and insulin auto-injectors, where available. Amends the State Employees Group Insurance Act of 1971, the Counties Code, the Illinois Municipal Code, the School Code, the Health Maintenance Organization Act, the Limited Health Service Organization Act, the Voluntary Health Services Plans Act, and the Illinois Public Aid Code. Effective immediately.

Senate Insurance Committee
SB 3783 – (Hastings) Our Surplus Lines market efficiencies bill.
SB 3862 – (Manar) This is an initiative of the Department of Insurance. We have submitted our concerns with the legislation to the Department and our company partners. Amends the Illinois Insurance Code, the Health Maintenance Organization Act, and the Voluntary Health Services Plans Act. Exempts HSA-eligible high deductible health plans from various cost-sharing provisions for insurance coverage under the Illinois Insurance Code, the Health Maintenance Organization Act, the Managed Care Reform and Patients’ Rights Act, and any other provision of Illinois law that the Department of Insurance may specify by rule or at an insurance company's request pursuant to the policy form filing process, but only until the plan's deductible has been met and only to the minimum extent necessary to allow the policy to satisfy specified federal criteria for health savings accounts. Provides that for insurance policies issued, delivered, amended, or renewed on or after January 1, 2021, companies must identify plans as "HSA-eligible" or "non-HSA". 

SB 3868 – (Collins) Creates the Preserving Access to Affordable Drugs Act. Provides that an agreement resolving or settling, on a final or interim basis, a patent infringement claim in connection with the sale of a pharmaceutical product is presumed to have anticompetitive effects and is a violation of the Act if certain circumstances apply. Provides other requirements for patent infringement claims in connection with the sale of a pharmaceutical product. Contains provisions regarding presumptions in an action under the Act. Provides civil penalties for violating the Act. Provides that any penalty shall accrue only to the State of Illinois and shall be recovered in a civil action brought by the Attorney General against any party to an agreement that violates this Act. Requires an action to enforce a cause of action for a violation of the Act to be commenced within 4 years after the cause of action accrued. Contains other provisions.
SB 3869 – (Collins) Amends the Network Adequacy and Transparency Act. Provides that a network plan shall make available, through a directory, information about whether a provider offers the use of telehealth or telemedicine to deliver services, what modalities are used and what services via telehealth or telemedicine are provided, and whether the provider has the ability and willingness to include in a telehealth or telemedicine encounter a family caregiver who is in a separate location than the patient if the patient so wishes and provides his or her consent. Defines "family caregiver". Effective immediately.
Evan’s Mental Health Update:
In addition to the uncertainty surrounding session the NCAA basketball tournament has been canceled, NHL season has been suspended indefinitely, MLB season has postponed the start of their season, and now the Masters has been postponed. Pray for me.
COMING UP:
The “deadline” to pass substantive legislation out of committees is March 27th. 
Key 2020 Session Dates:
March 27th:  Committee deadline for substantive bills
April 6th – 17th:  Spring Break
April 24th:  3rd Reading deadline for substantive bills
May 15th:  Committee deadline for substantive bills in second chamber
May 22nd:  3rd Reading deadline for substantive bills in second chamber 
May 31st:  Adjournment


