GOVERNOR’S HIGHLIGHTS:
The Governor and his senior staff will be working from home for a period following a member of his senior staff testing positive for COVID-19.  The asymptomatic staff member tested positive late last week and was in close contact with the Governor and other staff members. The Governor will deliver his daily press conference from home via live-stream.  
The Governor re-appointed Tom Willis to serve on the Illinois Labor Relations Board.
The Illinois Department of Labor issued a reminder to local units of governments that while they still must pay prevailing wages for public works projects, under Public Act 100-1177 local governments no longer need to adopt a prevailing wage ordinance or file it with IDOL.  The changes to the Prevailing Wage Act also required IDOL to create an electronic database of certified payrolls where contractors will submit certified payrolls directly online rather than filing them with the local government.
COVID-19 UPDATE:
On Tuesday, Illinois reported 4,014 new cases of COVID-19 and an additional 144 deaths.  In total, Illinois has confirmed 83,021 positive cases and 3,601 deaths in 98 counties.  Statewide, 4,626 people are hospitalized with COVID-19, of those 1,215 patients were in the ICU and 730 patients were on ventilators. Statewide today’s positivity rate is 18%.  This is a rolling average based on data from the first week of May. 
Mid-June Peak:  Governor Pritzker released new modeling data that shows that Illinois is now projected to reach its COVID-19 peak in mid-June rather than mid-May as previously predicted. According to the Governor, a later and lower peak is a positive indicator of flattening the curve and a result of a slowdown of the state's rate of transmission, which leads to a slower rate of increase over a longer period.  Under the current mitigation strategies, the Governor believes that Illinois’ healthcare system remains sufficient. 
Regional Statistics:  All four of the regions are making progress to move to Phase III of the Governor’s Restore Illinois plan at the end of the month.  The Northeast region is the only region right now at risk of not moving into Phase III, but there is still time to make additional improvements.  
 
As of midnight, May 8th, the Northeast region's COVID-19 positivity rate is at 22.3 percent, which is higher than the 20 percent cap required to move into the next phase. The North-Central region is at 9.1 percent, the Central region at 6.0 percent, and the Southern region at 10.5 percent. 
 
All of the regions have seen a dip in hospitalizations since May 1st: 18.6 percent decrease in the Northeast region, 35.8 percent decrease in the North-Central region, 44.4 percent decrease in the Central region, and 54.3 percent decrease in the Southern region. 
 
A requirement to move forward to next phase is that a region sees no overall increase, rather stability or a decrease, in hospital admissions for COVID-like illness across a 28-day period. 
 
As of midnight May 8th, all four regions met the third requirement of available surge capacity of at least 14 percent for ICU beds, medical/surgical beds, and ventilators. 
	



	Region
	Med/Surge Bed Availability
	ICU Bed Availability
	Ventilator Availability 

	Northeast
	17.8%
	18.8%
	64.3%

	North-Central
	41.1%
	40.6%
	64.9%

	Central
	52.4%
	44.2%
	74.6%

	Southern
	45.8%
	28%
	80.7%


Remdesivir:  Remdesivir is the only medication approved by the FDA to treat patients with COVID-19.  Over the weekend, Illinois received 140 cases of Remdesivir from the Department of Health and Human Services.  The shipment, which was distributed to 14 hospitals throughout Illinois, contains enough vials to treat approximately 700 patients.  
Local Government Grants: The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity will offer $25 million in Fast-Track Public Infrastructure Grants to local governments for capital projects.   The money comes from the Rebuild Illinois capital plan and is available to local governments with “shovel-ready” projects or those that can begin construction within 90 days of receiving funding. Improvements in under severed areas will be prioritized.    We will provide you with more information as it becomes available. 
Hospital Assistance:  Illinois hospitals have begun receiving $75 million in new stability payments to help fight COVID-19. The funds will help hospitals continue to provide COVID-19 services to their communities in the coming weeks and months.  Stability payments are being issued in installments until July 1, 2020 through the state's Medicaid Managed Care Organization partners. Hospitals began receiving the first installments in late April.  More information is here .
Court Challenges to Stay-at-Home Order:  The Illinois Supreme Court denied the Illinois Attorney General’s request to move the appeal of Republican State Representative Darren Bailey’s challenge to Governor Pritzker’s stay-at-home order directly to the state’s highest court. 
A hair salon owner and a restaurant owner also filed lawsuits against the Governor, challenging that he does not have the authority to issue consecutive stay-at-home orders.  The suits also allege the Illinois Department of Public Health and local health departments, not the Governor, have supreme authority to enforce stay-at-home and business closure orders. 
101ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
Yesterday, for the first time, the Governor said that the General Assembly “must convene” to pass legislation to help manage the COVID-19 pandemic.  Pritzker said “In addition to significantly increasing rent assistance for families and working with banks on mortgage forbearance, we need rent and mortgage assistance for small businesses to provide grants and loans for businesses, starting and restarting tax credits for small business job recovery industries and businesses left out of the Federal PPP should be first in line. And we must pass a law to distribute funds to small cities and towns to support their need to fund first responders and basic services that could fall apart from COVID related revenue losses, as we work to keep our residents safe and gradually reopen businesses. I hope the legislature will act expeditiously to support jobs and economic recovery.” 
I just received word that the House and Senate will be reconvening next week for session scheduled for Wednesday-Friday. The House will be in meeting in the Bank of Springfield Convention Center, while the Senate will meet in the Capitol. It appears there will be restricted access to both locations. The early rumor is that lobbyists will only be allowed to submit written testimony and not be allowed entry at either location. 
No one knows for certain what will be considered next week. Next week might just be a paper moving week, where bills are moved into the other chamber for legislation to be attached and sent back over to the originating chamber for final passage. How this plays out, it will certainly be sheer madness. In the words of Samuel L. Jackson: “Hold on to your butts!”











