COVID-19 UPDATE:  
The Illinois Department of Public Health reported 1,734 new cases of coronavirus Sunday over the previous 24 hours, including 51 additional deaths. That’s a total of 94,191 cases, including 4,177 deaths, in 100 counties in Illinois.

Sunday’s numbers include several encouraging signs. The 8.5 percent statewide positivity rate Sunday falls well below the 15 percent positivity rate recorded over the past seven days, reflecting both increased testing availability and a possible flattening of the curve. The northeast region had an 18.3 percent positivity rate Sunday, marking the fourth consecutive day that region, which includes Chicago and its suburbs, has hit an important benchmark.

Stay-at-Home Order:  Governor Pritzker warned that he is prepared to withhold federal aid to local governments that defy his stay-at-home order. In addition, the Governor warned businesses that if they defy the stay-at-home order, they will be subject to licensing and disciplinary action by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation and other state licensing authorities.  The state’s bar associations, who represent the legal community, issued a joint statement warning business of the legal ramifications of violating the Governor’s order.

On Friday, Governor JB Pritzker’s Administration filed emergency rules creating a Class A misdemeanor for businesses that are operating in violation of his Executive Order. A Class A misdemeanor is the most serious misdemeanor in Illinois and can include a maximum punishment of 364 days in jail and/or a fine of up to $2,500. 

Recently, many local units of government have voted or announced that businesses may reopen or indicated that they will not shut down non-essential businesses that are currently operating. While the Governor stated on numerous occasions that enforcement shall be at the local level, this action is directly aimed at penalizing businesses with criminal citations.

This rule was promulgated by the Illinois Department of Public Health without notice or public hearing and will be officially published by the Secretary of State’s Office on Monday. The Joint Committee on Administrative Rules is scheduled to meet on Wednesday and could consider the rule. It would require 8 of the 12 members of JCAR to vote “no” in order to block the rule from taking effect. 

SECRETARY OF STATE:  
Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White is looking at ways to reopen its facilities throughout Illinois.  A date for reopening is not set, but employees were told to prepare for returning to work in the near future.  The office continues to determine ways to ensure social distancing to protect employees and the public once the facilities reopen. 

101st GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
Senate President Harmon and Speaker Madigan are calling the General Assembly into a special session Wednesday, May 20th.  Both chambers are scheduled to be in session May 20th through May 22nd.  If their work is not completed during this time, additional special session days will be scheduled. A special session can be called by the Legislative Leaders or the Governor and the scope of work is limited to the items detailed in the proclamation. 

The proclamation directs the General Assembly to consider legislation specific to:
· The COVID-19 pandemic and other disasters;
· The state budget and its implementation;
· Economic recovery, infrastructure projects and funding;
· Consideration of constitutional amendments;
· Laws scheduled to be repealed on June 1, 2021;
· The 2020 General Election; and
· The hospital assessment program.

In order to allow for social distancing, the Illinois House will convene at the Bank of Springfield Convention Center in Springfield. The Senate will convene in the Capitol.  The proceedings will be accessible via live stream.  

Speaker Madigan asked members of the Illinois House to sign a pledge committing to follow strict health and safety protocols.  Any member who is in a high-risk category is allowed to stay home.  House members will be tested for COVID prior to coming to Springfield and upon returning home and are asked to travel and lodge separately.  Members of the House are also asked to avoid unnecessary exposure the virus by refraining from activities like non-essential meetings and social gatherings. 

Any House committee hearings will be held on the floor of the BOS Center.  Teleconferencing is encouraged for private meetings and caucuses.  Members of the media and public will be allowed to view the House proceedings via the mezzanine level of the BOS Center.  Social distancing will be maintained by all persons entering the convention center.  While some staff will be present during the House session, the majority of staff will continue to work remotely.  

No word yet on public involvement or participation in the Senate.  It is possible that the Galleries will be closed to the public, although that decision has not been announced. 

