COVID-19 UPDATE:
[bookmark: _Hlk40693131]The Illinois Department of Public Health reported 146 new deaths Tuesday and 1,545 new cases of coronavirus. That’s a total of 98,030 cases, including 4,379 deaths in 100 counties in Illinois. The statewide seven-day rolling positivity rate, May 10-16, is 14 percent.
Governor Withdraws Penalties Against Businesses:  This afternoon, after severe push back from employer and business communities, Governor Pritzker withdrew his emergency rule creating a Class A misdemeanor for businesses that are operating in violation of the Executive Order. On Friday, at the direction of the Pritzker Administration, the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) filed the emergency rule late Friday afternoon without notice or public hearing. The withdrawn emergency rule is here.  
The Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) was scheduled to discuss the rule today, however, the Governor and IDPH withdrew the rule moments before JCAR was scheduled to meet. With this decision, the emergency rules are immediately repealed and no longer in effect. It is anticipated that legislators may file legislation that would reintroduce penalties for businesses operating against the Governor’s Executive Orders.
[bookmark: _Hlk40705275][bookmark: _Hlk40705814]Contact Tracing:  Illinois will begin piloting contact tracing with two local health departments: St. Clair County in the Metro East region and Lake County in the Northeast region.  Illinois’ contact tracing will be a tech-based approach that will innovate and scale up existing systems. Illinois will be not only implementing a project management and comprehension tool to collect and hold all raw information relating to contact tracing for COVID-19, but also using relationship management software for deployment throughout the state. This personal contact management software will allow all local health departments to work on one platform, and allow IDPH to operate with an aggregated, real-time sense of where COVID-19 is in Illinois.  More information is here .
College Campus Reopening:   The Illinois Board of Higher Education convened a committee to shape guidance on how campuses across the state can open safely this fall semester amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. More information on the committee, including membership, is here.
November Election: A federal judge modified an initial ruling that gave third-party and independent candidates for Illinois’ November election until August 7th to submit petitions.  The Judge has subsequently that date be moved up to July 20th to allow time for challenges and for the ballot to be printed.

101st GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

The Illinois General Assembly will convene in special session today.  The special session is expected to last three days and leaders hope to finish their work during that time.  Additional days could be scheduled if needed.  Democrats hold a super-majority in both chambers. Legislation with an immediate effective date needs only a simple majority if passed prior to May 31st.   


[bookmark: _GoBack]The special session is likely to be tense as legislators from all parts of the state come together for the first time since the Governor put a stay-at-home order in place. Republican legislators have become increasingly critical of Governor Pritzker’s Restore Illinois plan and have called for public hearings about the plan.   Senate President Harmon called for legislators to return in a “spirit of bipartisanship.” 

Senate Majority Leader Kimberly Lightford stepped down as the Chair of the Legislative Black Caucus.  A replacement has not been named. 



